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the mill-owners from unduly raising prices, a national government
would take advantage of the glorious upheaval to stabilize a great
cottage industry. It did not strike the author of the precious
reasons, that the millions do not even now wear fine cloth, that
spinning is intended for leisure hours, that millions will not need
to pay anything for spinning, that they will do it themselves and
that therefore hand-spun will always be comparatively cheap for
them as home-cooked food is cheaper than hotel-cooked. The
moral of the Government leaflet for us should be to redouble
our efforts in behalf of swadeshi and lose no time in ending a
system which is like a canker eating into the very vitals of the
nation.
THE "KuKis"
A friend has sent me a Government communique on my refe-
rence to the Kukis during my Assam tour. I am sorry, I did not see
the note for many days after its publication. But even as it is, I
am unable to withdraw anything I have written. My informants
told me that true facts were hushed up. Who would have known
anything of the diabolical acts of the Punjab Government during
the martial law days but for the Congress inquiry ? What did the
public know of the cruelties practised by the military during the
revolt of 1857 till Kaye and Malleson lifted the veil? Who
knows the true facts of many an expedition undertaken to punish
our neighbours from time to time ? I am in a position to say, that
even now the public do not know much, if anything at all, of the
fiendish cruelties practised in the Punjab during the dark recruit-
ing days. I have evidence in my possession which was submit-
ted to the Punjab Government but which I have withheld from
the public because I was not able for want of time to follow up
the details that came to light. I have seen enough of denials
that cannot possibly be denied in an authentic manner. I have
therefore deliberately preferred the evidence of the most respec-
table men of Assam to the authoritative but interested state-
ment on behalf of the Government. I am reluctantly obliged to
adhere to the note on the Kukis contradicted by the local Gov-
ernment.
A Statesman correspondent paints the Kukis in the blackest
colours. I do not know the tribesmen. I hold no brief for them.
They may be worse than they are painted. But if I was an offi-
cer in command of a punitive expedition, I would not be guilty of
the atrocities that were attributed to the expedition by my infor-
mants.